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Gorge Gazette ð July 2023  
News about Trelissick Park, the Ngaio Gorge and streams  
Abbreviations: 
WCC          Wellington City Council BotSoc      Wellington Botanical Society 
DoC           Department of Conservation GG             Gorge Gazette 
TPG           Trelissick Park Group CVNZ         Conservation Volunteers New Zealand 

The reincarnation  
New drainage from the Johnsonville 
railway line gained the upper hand, 
washed out previous fixes and cut the 
Northern Walkway/Te Araroa Trail 
below Hanover Street. ²//Ωǎ Tim 
Harkness and contractor Podge 
quickly devised a new route to the 
valley floor, bridging the stream on 
more amenable terrain. Jubilation: re-
opening in time for Matariki weekend.     
  

 
 
A sylvan setting for a seat  

Here is the ideal place to look for gliding eels in the 
quiet waters below, birds in the trees above, to sit 
and think or to rest. A TPG supporter Jenny Lewis, 
has donated a seat at the end of Bridge 7. WCC 
recently installed it. 

   The plaque expands on the amazing Oser Galler 
story όǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ΨDƻǊƎŜ DŀȊŜǘǘŜΩ ǇŀƎŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ 
website). The original plaque, found submerged in 
wandering willie, was affixed to the old seat on the 
Northern Walkway, down from Hanover Street.

And downstreamé 
Finn Illsley-YŜƳǇΩǎ spot down from Bridge 7 is 
now enhanced with 74 Carex secta, Carex 
virgata, Cyperus ustulatus, cabbage tree, flax 
and toetoe. Protection from the raging watersΧ  

Restoration week webinars  
There is much to learn by watching/listening to 
all of these. The one about Trelissick Park is in 
Webinar #5. Nigel Charman of OMB Free 
Wellington is in #4. He is collaborating with TPG 
(See Facebook photos 20 April). 
   The webinars are at restoration-week-2023.  

 Impossible!        New bridge at the valley floor 

At FinnΩs spot 
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Itõs ended 
After three years the Ngaio 
Gorge Road slip stabilisation 
work has finished. What a 
marvellous job they did! Now 
we can access the magazine 
area and lower park. A weedy 
prospect indeed. A hive of 
activity ensued ς see photos. 
 

 
 

WCC and F&B nurseries to the 
rescue at the Ngaio Gorge Road 
layby: around 400 Carex 
flagellifera, Carex testacea and 
Poa cita planted by TPG and WCC 
Ranger Adam Groenewagen. 

CentrePort staff recruited by Cat Ayres 
ƻŦ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘƛŀΩǎ {ŀƴŎǘǳŀǊȅ ǘƻ {Ŝŀ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ, 
planting west of the magazine building. 
A hard gravel pan lies below ς it was 
the site of the old plastic factory. The 
mulch pile, incarcerated for three 
years, is still useable ς ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦΧ WCC 
Ranger Adam supplied 48 plants, 
suggesting that they would grow well 
in the old mulch.  

Below: The unclothed historic wall 
below the park entrance from lower 
Ngaio Gorge Road, at a TPG working 
bee. More walls are to follow. 
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Nocturnal magnificence

Go for a nocturnal walk in the park and you might 
hear one: Morepork/ruru song (MP3, 1,620K).   
   They have acute hearing and are sensitive to 
light. They can turn their head through 270 
degrees. 
   Morepork are nocturnal, hunting for large 
invertebrates including beetles, wŢtņ, moths and 
spiders. They will also take small birds, rats and 
mice. 
   They fly silently as they have soft fringes on the 
edge of the wing feathers. They catch prey using 
large sharp talons or beak. 
   By day they roost in the cavities of trees or in 
thick vegetation.  

   As the female is a hole-nester she is vulnerable 
to predators such as stoats and possums during 
the breeding season and eggs and chicks will also 
be at risk from rats. 
   Morepork are possibly threatened from the use 
of toxins used to reduce the numbers of predators. 
As morepork are at the top of the food chain they 
could be affected by an accumulative poison by 
eating live prey that ingested poison. 
   From Morepork/ruru: New Zealand native land 
birds (doc.govt.nz)

The wƋtƅ hotel is empty!   
DoC says that mŀƴȅ ǿŢǘņ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ 
endangered, so we need to look after them. A 
ǿŢǘņ ƳƻǘŜƭ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜƭǇ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǘƘŜƳ ŦǊƻƳ ǊŀǘǎΣ 
ǎǘƻŀǘǎΣ Ŏŀǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŘƎŜƘƻƎǎΦ CŜƳŀƭŜ ǿŢǘņ ƭŀȅ млл-
300 eggs so if you build a home they like, their 
numbers will grow. 
   TPG installed a hotel supplied by WCC early in 
нлмрΣ ƻƴ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǘǁǘŀǊŀ ǘǊŜŜ ŀōƻǳǘ млл Ƴ Řƻǿƴ 
and off to the east of the track from the entrance 
¢ǊŜƭƛǎǎƛŎƪ /ǊŜǎŎŜƴǘ ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘŜ ІпмΦ bƻǿ ƛǘΩǎ ŜƳǇǘȅ 
and in a sorry state. It is being rejuvenated. 
.ǳƛƭŘŜǊǎΩ ŦƛƭƭŜǊΥ the best thing since sliced bread. 

Wanted: n ames for park tracks  
²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ΨbƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ ²ŀƭƪǿŀȅΩΣ Ψ¢Ŝ !ǊŀǊƻŀ ¢ǊŀƛƭΩ ŀƴŘ 
ǘƘŜ ΨCǊŀƴŎŜǎ [ŜŜ ¢ǊŀŎƪΩΦ An earlier park brochure 
ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ΨCƻǊŜǎǘ wŜƳƴŀƴǘ ¢ǊŀŎƪΩ ŀƴŘ ΨbƎŀƛƻ DƻǊƎŜ 
¢ǊŀŎƪΩΦ The Ψ.ŀǊǊȅΩǎ ¢ǊŀŎƪ ǘƻ hōŀƴ {ǘǊŜŜǘΩ sign was 
(strangely) removed.  
   Any ideas? 

Photos: Left -  Tony Stoddard. Right: Stuff NZ Ltd. 
 

²ŜƭƭƛƴƎǘƻƴ ǘǊŜŜ ǿŢǘņ Ƙarem of five females and one male. 
Photo: Steven Trewick 
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A strategy?   
Jonathan Anderson says that we are lucky to have 
a concentration of about 50 wild kǁwhai/Sophora 
microphylla in the lower part of Park.  
   The only sizable population of natural trees on 
the Wellington Peninsula lies mostly on the slopes 
below/surrounding the lower end of Oban Street. 
Anita Benbrook ŦǊƻƳ ²//Ωǎ ƴǳǊǎŜǊȅ has identified 
a few other wild trees in Tyers Stream and 
Ngauranga Gorge. There may also be the one or 
two surviving trees on farmland in Takarua Gorge.   
   The genus Sophora was revised by taxonomists a 
few years ago and there are now eight different 
New Zealand species of kǁwhai. Most trees 
planted in gardens are horticultural selections, of 
either a species or hybrids between species (most 
species hybridise with one or more of the other 
species).  
   Jonathan suggests a strategy for kǁwhai in the 
park: 

1. Restrict planting as much as possible to 
only Sophora microphylla, and plant only trees 
grown from wild seed collected in Wellington. 
He has collected 5,000 seeds from the wild 
trees in the park in the last two years. They are 
now being propagated and grown on by the 
WCC nursery in Berhamphore, and there 
should be plenty of new trees for planting in 
years to come. 

2. Accept that kǁwhai have been planted in 
modest numbers throughout the park in the 
past. There are a number of adult trees that are 
20-30 years, or more, old. Some are Sophora 
microphylla (common kǁwhai) of unknown 
origin, but many are Sophora chathamica 
(coastal kǁwhai), or hybrids. Examples of 
coastal kǁwhai / hybrids can be seen in 
²ƛƎƘǘǿƛŎƪΩǎ CƛŜƭŘΦ 

3. We can be more relaxed about the pedigree or 
origin of new trees in the upper half of the park 
i.e. above the lower gorge. 

4. Follow a strict eco-sourced Sophora 
microphylla policy for planting from the lower 
gorge down. The line on the aerial below 
(corresponds with the lower sewer tunnel). It 
includes the hill slopes below Oban Street, 
where most of the wild kǁwhai are found. 

5. Where practical we transplant small kǁwhai 
that have been planted in the lower part of the 
park. We can find suitable sites for them in 
ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ƭƛƪŜ ²ƛƎƘǘǿƛŎƪΩǎ CƛŜƭŘ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǳǇǇŜǊ 
stream flats. 

  Photo: Wayne Bennett 


